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I n mid 1997 a tommemoratl,e 
plaque will be presented to The 
Anderson Fllrm Museum. In 

Sudbury. deplttlng tbe treatlon of The 
Cllnlldilln Slovlllt Benefit Soclelf, 
Brllnch II. Tbls brantb of tbe sotlety 
was offltlally formed on April II . 1937 
In tbe mining town of Crellbton Mine. 
Ontario. and tbls year telebrated IU 60th 

annlYersary on April II . 1997. Slo,allla 
Is a tountry of 48.848 square 11m. located 
In central-east !;urope. In tbe 1930·s. 
wben Slo,allla and _ ... ~ 
tbe Czetb Republlt 
were stili united. a 
large number of 
Slonlls left tbelr 
bomeland and 
Immllrated to 
Canada. settling In 
many dlfrerent 
areas atross tbe 
tountry. One of 
tbese areas was Crellbton. Tbe 
numerous Slo,all families formed 
frlendsblps wltb one anotber. and 
eYentually went on to form a Group 
Term Life Insurante Plan for tbe benefit 
of tbe Slonll members. Tbe plan was 
struttured under tbe umbrella of tbe 
main Slo,all groups In Windsor and 
Weiland. Slo,all 
Chapters Canada 
wide be~an to 
sprln~ up. and they 
too had arranged tbe same plans for 
tbemsel,es. and tbelr members. After 
the creation of the plan. mem bers of the 
Crel~hton chapter 
would meet each 
month. usually at a 
member's home. to pay tbelr 
membership dues. and to strenQthen 
frlendsblps. followln~ tbe end of the 
business day. tbe Crel~btonltes would 
~ather and sotlallze. The frlendshlps 
tbat the members had formed ~rew 

stron~er. promptln~ them to arran~e 
pit nitS and other summer enurslons. 
In tbe fall and winter montbs. members 
would dell~ht In tbe performance of 
plays and sln~lng of traditional 
Sloyallian sonQs of the homeland. A 
tommon pass-time that all members 

tooll great pleasure In was dlscusslnl 
tbelr Indl,ldual bacllgrounds. and 
faYorlte stories. Tbe society betame a 
very IIgbtllnlt ~roup. 

T bese were a braYe people wbo 
left tbelr bomes beblnd In 
Europe and Journeyed to a 

Ylst new country. requlrln~ tbe 
learnln~ of a new lan~ua~e. a new 
tulture. and numerous different 
tustoms. Tbrou~bout all of tbls tbe 

SloYllIs stili 
managed to 
maintain a small 
piece of tbelr 
berlta~e. allowln~ 

tbelr detedents tbe 
opportunity to 
learn about tbelr 
family blstory. and 
tradilions. 
AlthouQh proud of 

tbelr roots. Brantb II of the Slonll 
Sotlety always maintained the slolan 
"Cllnlldillns Firs/, Crelthton/(es Second 
lind Slovlllts third. " thus respetllng 
their new home. while still malntalnln8 
their tradition. . The Anderson Fllrm 
Museum bolds a list of family names of 
the Crel~hton Chapter. 

N ewtomers from Slo,allla 
wbo wlsb to reRect on tbelr 
bacllQround can atcen this 

list at tbe Museum. It Is possible that 
some of the families listed may be 
familiar to these SlonltJans tbrouQb 
prior torrespondence. and Ylslts to the 
homeland; perbaps eYen to you as well. 

T he plight and determlnallon. 
of these people was always a 
toncern of the Crelgbton 

Chapter. and tbe foundln~ members are 
to be applauded for keepln~ tbe 
Slonlllan beliefs and Ideals all,e. 
Their cblldren and their chlldren's 
cblldren are tbanllful. as are we. for 
tbelr persnerante and dedltatlon. In 
lIeeplnQ a plete of history Intatt. 

Lydia tlmmermann-PI.chlar 
KeYln lames JohnUon 
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