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n mid 1997 a commemorative

plaque will be presented to 7he

Anderson Farm Museum, in
Sudbury, depicting the creation of The
Canadian Slovak Benefit Sociely,
Branch 21. This branch of the society
was officially formed on April 11, 1937
in the mining town of Creighton Mine,
Ontario, and this year celebrated its 60"
anniversary on April 11, 1997, Slovakia
is a country of 48,845 square km, located
in central-east Europe. In the 1930's,
when Slovakia and
the Czech Republic
were still united, a
large number of
Slovaks left their

homeland and -
immigrated to

Canada, settling in s
many different ITALY
areas across the A
country, One of e
these areas was Creighton. The

numerous Slovak families formed
friendships with one another, and
eventually went on to form a Group
Term Life Insurance Plan for the benefit
of the Slovak members. The plan was
structured under the umbrella of the
main Slovak groups in Windsor and

Welland.  Slovak
Chapters  Canada
wide began to

spring up, and they
too had arranged the same plans for
themselves, and their members. After
the creation of the plan, members of the

Creighton chapter

would meet each
to pay their

month, usually at a

member's  home,

membership dues, and to strengthen
friendships. Following the end of the
business day, the Creightonites would
gather and socialize. The friendships
that the members had formed grew
stronger, prompting them to arrange
picnics and other summer excursions.
In the fall and winter months, members
would delight in the performance of
plays and singing of traditional
Slovakian songs of the homeland. A
common pass-time that all members
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took great pleasure in was discussing
their individual backgrounds, and
favorite stories. The society became a
very tight knit group.

T hese were a brave people who
left their homes behind in
Europe and journeyed to a
vast new country, requiring the
learning of a new language, a new
culture, and numerous different
customs,

Throughout all of this the

P T
N,

Slovaks still
managed to
maintain a small
piece  of their
heritage, allowing
their decedents the
opportunity to
learn about their
family history, and
traditions.
Although proud of
their roots, Branch 21 of the Slovak
Society always maintained the slogan
‘Canadians First, Creightonites Second
and Slovaks third.” thus respecting
their new home, while still maintaining
their traditions, The Anderson Farm
Museum holds a list of family names of
the Creighton Chapter,

HUNGARY
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ewcomers from Slovakia

who wish to reflect on their
background can access this

list at the Museum. It is possible that
some of the families listed may be
familiar to these Slovakians through
prior correspondence, and visits to the
homeland; perhaps even to you as well.
z of these people was always a
concern of the Creighton

Chapter, and the founding members are
to be applauded for keeping the
Slovakian beliefs and ideals alive.
Their children and their children's
children are thankful, as are we, for

their perseverance and dedication, in
keeping a piece of history intact.

he plight and determination,

Lydia Cimmermann-Pischlar
Kevin James Johnston
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