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G.P. Our guest today on Memories &· Music is Mr. Sa~Farelli. 
Born in Italy, Mr. Farel 11 worked with the .Canadian 
National for approximately fortyGyears and a few months 
with the Ontario Northland and our topic today will be 
railroading in the Sudbury district. However, before 
we begin our interview portion of the program , I woul d 
like to ~urn the program back to the music host. 

(MUSIC) 

G.P. Sam Farelli is our gu~t today on Mem and 
welcome to the program Mr. Farelli~.~~-e~n~~~y-o-u-come 
over to Canada? 'I understand you indicate ou were 
born :i.n Italy in 1907 , I think it was. 

S.F. That ' s right,. 

G.P. And when did you come over to Canada? 

S. F. In 1923. 

G.P. '23. And what was it like travelling from Europe to 
Canada back in the ' 20s . You ••• 

. S.F. Well to tell you the truth , I never would like to go back 
on account of the I got so sea-sick on the boat. 

G.P~ Sea-sick? 

S.F. Yeah •• • 

G.P. I think that was a common occurrence %I'{,~. 

S.F. Oh boy , oh boy, when I come to New York I see the Liberty , 
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she go~ hide , gonna go bac~ in the water . 

G. P. When you saw the ' tatue of JLiberty , you were , you felt 
that you we're hollie ·at last and that was it. So you ' ve 
never travelled back on boat? Never travelled back? 

S. F. No , no . 

G. P No • . 
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S. F. I went onc ...... at St .-John , New Brunswick three hours across 
the bay ,t here . 

G. P. Oh , yes . 

• • 

G. P. That was too much even . 

S. F. Oh yeah . 

G. P. Why did you come to ' Canada? 

S. F. Well • • • 

G. P. Was it • . .. 
5~" . 

S . F. Where I come from 1 t "s "'·tt farmer country , eh? 

G.P . You came from the center of Italy , I think you ' re saying , 
aren ' t you? 

S. F. Yeah , the center of Italy. No , but I mean the hometown 
where I come from • • • 

G. p . Yes . 

S . F. We all live on the farm , eh? 

G. P. Right . 

S. F. And you know sometime, there some day , some year,You , 
wel l you ' re lucky to farm you know nice crop . ~t next 
year well you know • • • 

G. P. So it ' s fairly risky work~ 

S. F. Yeah . 

G. P. You. came to Canada because you viewed it as a land of 
opportunity? 

S . F. Yeah . That ' s right . Yeah . 
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G. P. 'Did you, you were t wenty-three years old at the, ' no, 
no, no ••• 

S.F. Sixteen ••• 
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G. P. You, you were in your teens. Did you come by yourself? 

S. F. Yeah . 

G.p . On your own, 

S . F. That ' s right . Yeah. 

G. P. That must have been quite a decision for a teenager I 
should think ~t that time. 

S.F. Yeah , but of course .~ ha-' ~ ~ ;~ North-Bay , 
he , he ' s the one he signed the paper for me . 

G.P . I see, s o you , you had some ••• 

S.F. Otherwise, otherwise • • • 

G.P. You had some assistance there . 

S. F. Yeah, otherwise you couldn 't come , eh? 

G.P. No . 

S.F. c !lQ..,- ) in North- Bay. 

G.p. How long di d it take you to travel? 

S. F. Well , it take me eight days in a boat and then they hold 
me . They hold five days in New J ork before the , we come 
off the boat. And once we come off the bo~t_ I had to s t ay 
anqther seven days in I the ... M!'tui t1J.I there; ~ ~~ tilT 
my eye, eh? There /JIll#. ( ) ~ //v O~ of n~~/l..".d'.J 

it getting quite red.; ~ z:;i,p .up.., ~.U.ia..J"iJt AcJeI: (9 ou g6tta 
wai t until your eye# clear 'Up I' So" ,. Q . , 

G. P. So you were checked by the doctors? 

S.F. Yeah. 

G.P. Why were you held five days, before you could disembark? 

S . F. Because there had another three boat ahead of us and you 
know theee' s a doctor only work s o many hours, ; eli? - And 
then you gotta wait till J.,t ',41 a.:t .. .. }. 

G.P. T~es~ were ,boats ful of people coming over to Nortli Ame
rJ.cay 
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S.F. That ' s right , 
I came over to 

That's right. 
( ~ ). ' , 

That ' s right. Yeah~ 

G. P. What would it have cos t for pass~ge at that time? 
Do you recall? 
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S.F. I gotta think, it was I don't know about three, three, 
four thousand lire I t hink and at that time that . was 
a lot of money _ Because you g~work you kn9w~ You 
work you ' re eight hours, more than eight hours, you only 
get you know five lire; and three mules that's all. 

G.P. Eight hours for how many? Five • • • 

S.F. Fiv~ lire, woul d be one dollar, 'eh? 

G.P. One dollar,. and • • • 

S.F. And three meals. 
;.J 

. G. P. And three . meals . So that would take quite a while cer-

S.F. 

tainly. Very definitely. So you came, you made your 
way from Montreal, I ' m sorry from New York City rather. 

To Toronto • • • 

GoP. To Toronto. 

S.F. And then Toronto to North-Bay. 

G.p. Came up to North-Bay . 

S.F. Yeah. 

GjP. And stayed at North-Bay for a short while, I assume. 

S. F.' Yeah, short while , yeah. 

G.P. What prompted you to come to Capreol? 

S.F. Well .~ the job eh? I came t o?z.as I for 
the C.N.R. I we~t to tJ~r"tt::h? 

G.P. Alright. Did you hear about the job in North-Bay? Did . 
you hear that the C.N. was hiring? 

• • 

S.F. Well, no I had one of my cousin , he was a foreman up there , 
eh? 

G.P. He was a foreman on the C.N.R •• · 

S.F. So he wrote, so he wrote me a letter to come up there, he 
got a job for me . Yeah. 



~ARELLI 5 
302 

G.P. So you were in your teens at that time, when you started 
with the C.N.R. , and you didn't start off in Capreol but 
you started north on the line • • • 

S.F. Yeah , west of Capreol • • • 

G.P. The community • • • west of Capreol. Ostrum was it the 

S.F. Ostrum , yeah that's a sixty-nine mile west of Capreol. 

G.P~ Sixty-nine miles and what was your job at that time? 

S.F. Section man ••• 

G. P. You were • • • 
<t 

S.F. I worked on the track 9;£ C' 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G.P. 

G.P. 

Worked on the track. 
~ nn ,j.;~ 
wv-the~ 'track, =yeah . 

And what was that Ostrum? 

Just a section house and . ' 

The section • • • 

), that's all. 

• • 

S.F. ~foreman and three men that's all • 
.... 

G.P. ';L'pe foreman and ~ three men and a section: 

S. F. And 'one dog. 

G.P. And one dog. And l ots of isolation at times. 

S.F. Oh , yeah. Lots of m00se . 

G. P. Lots of moose. 

• • • 

S. F. And a lot, all the kinds with partDidge , all thxkinds ofi:t '" 
~£32 "''Ii. · 

G. P. Well I assume ~u didn't stay there forever. Where did you 
go from Ostrum. . 

S.F. Then from there I moved to C6aftlna ). C5G~~no ) is 
ninety-five and a half mile from Capreol . 

G.P. Ninety- five and a miles north? 

S. F. West; of Capreol. 
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G.P. West , west. 

S. F. On the other s i de of G~gama ••• 

· G. P. On the LLK, yes . 

S. F. You know Gogama? ' 

G. P. Yes . Yes . 

S. F. Well it ' s on the other side of Gogama, yeah ; and I 
walk there i n the year , ~ 19Q5, in July . I think 
it was , that might be the Cora stable ; and there was 
a kios{ at ~he Colombino , twenty- two mile on this side 
of Brent . 

G. P. Oh , yes . On this sid~ of • • • 
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S . F. Used to be , they got w some (fo.~~~~ ) kio~ 

G • . P Oh yes . 

S. F. Yeah • 

. G. P. So you went back there or started went to there . 

S,. F. The section use to calla colour seed , when I ''1ork in' there. 

G. P. Yes . 

S. F. And I wnrked there for ,a li~tle over a year ; and 'then 
they . qualif ied me aSK..~~reman; and I saw they get r • fo::e
man Job; and then<{~ J O'D ' come open you know as a sectl.on 
of me~and I beat and I got it . 

G. p · Oh , in Capreol . 

S. F. Yeah . 

~ .P. When you worked at the kio~ you were wQrking as a • • • 

S. F • A trackman .• 

G.P . A trackman , again or still as a trackman . 

S. F. Yeah , yeah . 

G. P. And you kept working your way up . 

S. F. Yeah" 

G.P. Until you became • • • 

S.F. Then they classi ied me as a foreman , eh? 
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G. P As a fQreman . 
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S. F. Yeah . ~Six men , six foreman, six foreman i~o~aln 
like you know? 

G. P. I se.e. 

S. F. Six men i nduced in labor . 

G.P. So when did you come to Capreol? 
" r 

S. F. I move here ~January , '1930. 

G.P. January of ~930 . 

S. F. That ' s r i ght . 

G. P. Fortuna te to have a j ob , that b'eing the Depression . 

S. F. Well I'd bid • . 

G. P. es . 

S . F. Well I had seniority then . 

G. P. Yes . 

S. F. You had to be • • • 

G. P. You would build up- your seniority. 

S.F. That ' s right . Yeah , that ' s why , otherwise you ' ll never 
come in here. 

G. P. No . 

SoF. And then I had a hard time during the Depression there and 
a~l . I had you know , six , se~en men behind me b~~~~~~ j ' 

J . t~me . • But then you know , they start to lay o~f~~ ~ 
~ ;{/I.I Y iP'YII(, i\, ) men left here. 

. (o ~.t.; Y;- ' 
G. p · You were the last one who was kept. 

S . F. Yeah. Then I was lucky cause I got a j ob as a , run a 
snow plow. A?d then they use to keep. ' ~~ J in the winter
time .If"I"" +.bA. ~now plow , eh? And I \t~ the snow plow 
for ~~"'hj-{t1~ years , from year ,. to wh~t , too many 
years ( u".-i f>\ be.IU.p-}') e'> / 't o/YVl ~ /t) "T ell/d!,.L." \ ~ 

G.P. From here to Folliet you operated the snow plo~ t 
S.F. That ' s right . For --L~Y ~fll ~ winter. And at the time ill 

went to (u"' i .... ·b! /1 ('5;\,\ -e t ) and Parrysound too. 
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G.P. 

S.F. 

GeP. 

S. F. 

All the way down to Parrysound? 

Yeah , well sometime you know, they , they h~~PlOW 
~ was out and they need an extra one . the~ 
you know. You gotta go you can ' t refus e, eh? You 
gotta go . 

When you weren ' t operating the snow plow what were you 
doing? ' 

Well just r~place , well replace the plow when the plow 
goes b~t. ~ut ~then when it comes in here , I had to 
work. if. j ad f:a epCIIK. t · ont 'bn the track , eh? Picked , / 
in -i ce ~ 'S tIU~~ h"I]/y~~ ") .c~-t/ e..?~ .dJ/t~,~ on " r 0 

G.P. Sure , sure all of , those jobs that we associate with 
railroading . 

S. F. That ' s right . That ' s right. 

G. P. You retired in the 1960s? 

S. F. Four . .. 
~ 

GoP. Ninet;ts ixty- four after, just a little over fourty-years . 

S. F. In May , " in May. 

G. P. In May of ' 64 , after over forty years of service . 

S. F. Yeah . -

G. P. On the railroad . You worked for the Ontario Northland for 
a while. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 
-, 

S. F. 

Yeah, on the ~summertime when the extra gang could work 
and ~hey ~ ~on the section and an extra gang 
in there would work . You know , this gang ~l I ~e . 

- K ,e. 
Yes , -when was this? 

1925. 

' 25 . 

Yeah. 

G. P. You wouldn ' t have lost your seniority with the Canadian 
National ? 

S. F. Well I did . 

G. P. Yes , you only , you -only had a couple of years seniority 

. . 
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r ~ I suppose, or ••• 

S.F. Yeah, I did . Yeah , I left a little bit you know. I 
~ /ut..<.I~~~JIU:.. ~-~ ., ..... 

/ 

G.P. Why would you have switched over . to Ontario Northland, did 

G.P. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S.Fo 

G.P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

you think that, that was a better opportunity at th~ 
time? . . ~~G~9 

, . ~r..:.L.. 
Well the trouble at that ~i(U.VVr1 ) ~ therel'l ~e'y cut 
one man , there were two men and a foreman, eh? . 

Oh, · they cut one man. 

Yeah. 

And you were the • • • 

Yeah and I was left there , my dad didn ' t know that, 
there was always a little trouble there. One time he 
had a little handy couch mounted by train, eh? And I 
got so scared you know, that time is not like 'now. 
Now they gotta phone, they gotta,. they go to dispatcher 
give ~,tB:CP ~ ~p 0it- BetB:iB~ " e~ j ,w~ , (' ,f Z 

a . .ryt..U I tt.r , ~ r (iU.<... ~ rno/ "tnt " ) ~ . ' 

What were you, what were you concerned about? The fact 
that you were isolated? 

Well no, I was too young to work you know, in trouble 
like ~hat you know, they ' ll give it to you anytime , eh? 

Yeah it was dangerous. 

S. Fo There ' s a danger like you know? 

G.Po Yes o 

S.Fo So a friend of mi ne, he was working in North-Bay. He says 
come on her e ~ If' ~ feU' ~ ), you · know? 

. (} f,e .61..1,....,..,., y AlI.P.i 
G. P. 

S.F. 

Sure . ~ --0 . 

~t then I realised it over after , eh; 'And well I work ' 
on the gang and I ' d be twenty-f:tve . I said : "Gee," 
I said: ' "This . is ( v)'Jillt(.III'jib1 e.) 
And they never work steady because extra gang you know 
just • • • ' 

G.P. ' 'Seasonal work ••• 

S. F. Trouble job., eh? 

G.P. Yes, yes . 

) 
it ' s 
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S.F. And then in the wintertim~ if you make a couple hundred 
( '. , dollars, you know (Y'tuV tSQffet f"' ''fl... f~.., ~~ -fr'v{l oIQ/JIA,n.r 

. ~~and all that , eh? Of: coUrse you know , you know. S~ 
6tr-£/l «H~\-.:> ~"1MOf"tV\o tv-then I set my mind, I says I~ going l..back to lv(}~k. . If) (' '" 

10 '1 e> 

G. P. Want to go back to t he C.N. and you're gonna hand in 
there . 

S.F. And that ' s it. That's what I did you know~ 

G.P. And eventually get locat ed where you wanted to be • . 

S . F. That ' s it, yeah , that is seniority J/alTf fo<jo ) and then 
they go away. ' 

G. P. You start~ to work your way up and eventually you got 
int o Capr eol. 

S.F. Yeah , yeah. 

G.P. I assume at that time, Capreol was the place to work , 
that most p~opleif not all were trying to end up in 
Capreol . 

S.F. Well ••• 

G .. P. In this area ~ ~ • 
,~y 

Of cour9~~S hanging 
population , you know . 
at that time. 

all thesm~ population, the smaller 
But , the other everybody had a job 

G.P. They had the facilities here and it was permanent. 

S. F. Yeah , in order to get ' a job you had to know the ( .-IJafl.l ) 
shop , would appear the boxcar , there was a full there _you 
know , people with their own hous es , ( (/h, ·,.,tl'll~i"/"/e ) , 

) you know? _ 

G. P. Okay, alright , I think we ' ve gained an · idea as to your 
career with Canadian Nationa~ and we ' ll turn the pr ogram 
over now to our music hos~ and when we return, I ' d like 
to talk about railroading more specificallY:iand certain 
types of work that you had; and what it was iike working 
on the C.N.. First we ' ll turn the program back to our 
music host . . 

(MUSIC ) 

G.P. Sam Farelli is our guest today on Memories & Music. Mr. 
Farelli having worked for over forty years with the -Cana
dian National Rai l way . ~~ Farelli you started off 
in the siding of Ostrum', north of Capreol • • • 
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S. F. West of Capreol • • • 

G.~. West of--I keep saying north- -

S. F. Sixty- mile west of Capreol • . 

. .. . ,- . 
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G. P. Sixty-nine miles west, never , I ' ve never been up there I 
must say • • • 

S . F. No , don ' t ,go , don ' t go • • • 

G. P. No , you wouldn ' t encourage it . 

S. F. No . 

G. P. What was it like up there in the ' 20s, 

S. F. Oh , very lonesome . Just , j ust the section houses , when 
I went there 'was the former . three men. They cut one off 
and they were just the twozformer two men. . 

G. P. So they were from , labor force of four to three , depending . 
And what was y'our job? You had to look after a section 
of the track l~ that was one of their ~p~h:/'I'J ' 

S.F. Well of course I was going to the foreman;s section , section 
form I was ~ of t ee section men , j ust ~o,?V ) men , 
eh? omK-;j ().. 

G. P. Yes , so you looked after a section of the track? 

S. F. Yeah . 

G. P. To make sure..--! tha tit was . . . 
S. F. Yeah , yeah , we had seven mile of track'-' 

G. P. Seven miles to look after . 

S. F. Yeah . 

G. P. - 1'he four of you? 

S. F. Yeah , three , three • • • 

G. P. ~he three of you , the three of you. 

S.F . In the wintertime , ~~o 

G.P • . Right . To me when I think of a place like Ostrum, I think 
of a very isolated area, and it must have been . 

S. F. It ' s worse then that yet e 
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G. P. Worse . 

S.F. Oh yeah . 

G. P. Worse then isolated . 

S. F. Oh yeah , worse then that f au.N k."cI l o ( 

G. P. Tell us about it . 

·S.F. Eh? 

G. P. Tell us about it o What was it like up there? 

S.F. Wel l it ' s only bush , onl y see moose and wolf and fox and 
is a lots of rabbits , lots of partridge •• • 

G .• P. Right . 

S. F. You know . 

G. P. But you • • • 

~e use t~p~t ~ lots of free meat sometime you know because 
-think et'~~ rabbits and tb1"' ~f~e have . no guns that kill 
moose .but I . had a good arul;/'wi th a stone ~ to. kill ~ 

. rabbits and the partridg.e ••• 

G. P. 

S. F. 

Oh yes . Probably do that j ust to break the boredom any
how at times I suspect . 

Oh yeah , oh yeah . 

G. P. Well you lived in a , in a section house or whatever it ~as 
cal led . -\ ' 

S. F. 
.. tf\ 

Yeah, j"a section house , yeah . 

G. P. Was i ta box car? 

S. F. No. No . 

G. P. No? 

S. F. A house like thi s , you had the three bedroom upstai:r;# • 

G. P. Oh , it was a house. 

S. F. But it was very cold • . It was a C. N.R. house , .~£JfZ 
" 

G. P. A O.N. R. house? 

S. F. Yeah . 

• • 
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G.P. 

S.F. 

But it was very cold. You know one night • . . 
The ••• oh, I ' m sorry go ahead . One night • •• 

• • dh . One night you know, we 1t was bedt1me and bOYJwas 1t 
ever cold . I hate to go upstaF s because it was too 
cold, eh? So the stove wasn ' t on the stair, so I go 
up to stove with· the coal again, you know? And after 
I put the light off , I happen to look on the corner 
on the front road, and outside it was so nice, clear 
the moon shine nice and , noone , I, I see the corner 

13 
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up . there, at the room there, I couldn ' t see the reflec
tion of the moonlight L~utside right through • • • 

. nl~~ . 

G.P. Mmhh • • • right thnough the corner • • • 

S.F. Yeah. That ' s how warm it was in the house . . . 
G.P. Yes, near the box-stove in the house? 

S.F. Yeah . 

G. P. Teal us . ~bout a typical day , i n Os trum , 
~ ~o~get up early I assume? . 

S.F. \vell • • • 

IS' .P. -Had to # tend to the fire? 

How did it begin? 

S.F. I start the day, the first time I went there it was in 
the fourteen of 6ctober and , well they had to get up in 
the morning, you know it was at five tbir ty because 
before you, you light your stove and boi~ some water to 
make up coffee; and, and then cook your -breakfast; and 
then they gotta fix your lunch because you never eat, 
you never come back .home to eat your lunch at home . 

G.P . No. 

S . F. No , because he had a pump car there eh? 

. G.P. Yes . 

S.F. 

G.P. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S. Fo 

G.P . 

And • • • 

Yes, you wouldn ' t want to pump your way back . 

You got no time in an hour . 

No, no . 
Yrr~ ;,o-t ~ r-~ .tf (SU.(/(.; • 
To g out ••• 

Yes 
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S •. F. 

G.P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

·S.F. 

G.P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

S.F. 

G. P • . 

·S.F. 

G.P. 

S.F. 

f f'lO 
You gotta no time to go ~ "m!!e'" place. 

Yes. 

What you gotta ' do , go in the bush build fire; and your 
sandwich f Dozen like a piece .of rock , you gotta unthaw 
it against the fire. 

Yes, thaw~ut . What time were you to start IIlork, eight 
o ' clock? 

Eight o ' clock. 

You had to be on the job at eight? 

That's. right. 

Alright. So you got up at five thirty and you started 
the fire at breakfast, made'yo~r lUnch ••• 

Yeah , yeah, and then you know you, well you gotta eat 
your breakfast and make your lunch; and then you gotta 
go; and bring some wood in ~ ) because sometime 
in the night you know, you never know , you might come . 
home late • • • r . 
Might be dark whe~ you ~ back. 

Yeah , you ~ever know , eh? Because a couple of time we 
gotta caught with a snowstorm , eh? And it dried up the 
hand car , you knww 'push the hand car to bring it home 
there; and it ' s a little bit you know, hard for the night; 
and by the time y.0U l ight the stove agai~, but if you carried 
wood in , well you all set, eh? You only need to walk 
into there , wash and light the stove, .and ••• 

-
I see, you'd be out working at eight and lunch would be 
one hour ; an<;l what time did the day finish in terms of 
your work , five o'clock? Would you start back at five? 

Five o'clock was supposed to . be the end of a day. 

Would it take you an ,hour to get back sometimes? 

No, no but we use to work .a lot • • • 

No . 
u know, ~ight twelve You to • • • 

Yes. 

And t aen twelve to one is . • • 
. ( 
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G. p . Lunch . 

S . F. Is a lunch hour , eh? 

G. P. Yes . 

S. F. And then from one to five. 
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G. P • Right and then t o get back to the house , how long might 
it take you? 

S.F. Well it depend on . . . 
G. P. I know , depend on how far you wer e but c-ould it take up 

to an hour? 

S. F. Well sometime an hour , sometime haI f an hour •• • 

G. p . Yes . 

S. F. You know . 

G. P. Alright , so you ' d get back ••• 

S. F. - But of course , no , wait now , five o ' clock we suppose to 
be back on the section house . 

G. P. Oh , be back to the house by five • 

. S. F. Yeah , yeah , yeah . Oh yeah . 

G. P. Oh , ~ see . - , 

S. F. We suppose to be back cause see, we leave at eight o)-c lock, 
we suppose to be back at five o ' clock . 

G. P. I see . 

S . F. Yeah . 

G. P. Very· cold there I assume. 

S. F. Oh , .my god it cold , don ' t talk a90ut cold . 

G ~P No , you ' re stil l cold from that experience . 
\ 

S. F. Fifty- five , or -sixty was everyday. Fifty-five or sixty 
was everyday. 

G. P. Fi!ty~five to sixty below zeDO. 

S. F. Everyday. 

G. p . - You have to break the ice ~o get -at your water . 
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S. F. That~sright . Oh yeah . 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S . F. 
I 

&'F. 

G.P 
• 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

8.F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G.P 
• 

How did you get water there? 

Well , the one on the ,~~se ~fthe house like wash 
clothes·.and thing. We use to have a well there. 

You had a \,/ell . 

your 

k 6/1lm~ y.~<./ . ~ . . 
But~ dpQ~ the water , we use to get a two m~le west 
at MileageJ 71, there was spring water there , so we use 
to , we ha~ a little wooden keg . I don't remember if 
it was five -gallon or what it was now , but we use ~o 
f:i l l it out and then e,,:er~ n~ght 7 (r~ h/> ;-~J a .L:zcv<.
t)'N(./(..-;t;/U/'-R ~ gt:U.v f l/ d N'n ,<h-t.~ j,~n:/?'7J d ;lfo,~~ 

Al!d I -had to fill i t in and br-i ng it heme-. 

You ' d bring home a keg of water every night , from two 
miles beyond . 

Yeah , too drink . 

Spring , water. 

Yeah , j ust to drink water. 

Just , drinking water. 

Yeah . 

~e water ievel in the well must have fluctuated , you were 
commenting that it was difficult t~ get the water out of 
it at times . 

, 
Then when it get to the real mi ddle of th~inter, t hen 
the water goes right down tp the water • •• 

Right down. 

~ ha~ to go down with water pail and ••• 

G. P. And a dipper? 
~ &< ~ d\J./U, 7 

S. Fo 

S . F. And fill in a pail. 

G. P. Yes , you have to use a di pper to put the water in the pail , 
you climbed down ~ wall to get the water . 

. . ;'1'110 

S. F. ( . ?i.I(;;(Ji'I.I/1~ toJy.t i t 1r!Q£ too big , y ~~-t /-r; .~~ ,. c) t/ 
: A i "I' . . 
,d~tiI 
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s.r. 
G. P. 

S. F. 

w 

G.P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

B,~ F . 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S. F. 

'G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

~~~ 
And ~rll ' SOW water over and over ••• 

Oh , we went , t hrough hardship I t ell you , not like now . 

No , I can imagine. IA~ 

Sixty- mtnute, you J~CkY an hour . They gotta cold and 
hot water , and tuvud//J/>ns .(~~'? ,;t;/t..P-rl- o.!-I.I/V ,a~':& 
~eFl Y(;Hl have 1;e1~ - Wft-a , 

un, '" f c )It'f~ '.h/e. ' . 
You worked six days a week? 

s ix days , ,-eah . 

You were paid f or six days a week . 

'That ' s right , yeah . 

What w~uld you have earned back i~1~23 , ' 24? 

We~l , two dollar s a day. 

Two dol lars ~ay. 

Well , twenty- five cents an hour . 

Twenty- five cents an hour . 

For six months , then I went to thirty. 

Up to t hi r ty cents an hour . 

Ye\h . After one year , you get thirty-six cents an hour . 
After two year , you get thirty- ei ght . That ' s , that ' s 
regular pay , thirty- eight cen ts tZN'I'~ , that '.s i t. That ' s 
the ee dollars and four cents a day . ~ 

What did you do on your day off? 

We use to carry the wa ter and boil the water ; ~and then 
wash the clothes ; and wash , t pe 'floor ; and clean up the 
house , you know , th&.Pe- wa~ly day that they could do 
that. .v.J.I " , 

You ' d work hard , as hard if not harder? 

We 1 it ' s harder than working on the track. 

Working on the • • • 

S. F. Because you know you ' ve gotta do , you know , before it 
gets a dark , eh? Yt4J:A'. 

/ 
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G.P. 
$ 

So you wou dn ' t come out on that ~ay? Ynu couldn ' t get 
o t , (}~-c:;;~o 

S. F. 
l...~ (~d..", ' (;-- vc.-f;- ,t..u.:t:, . 

N@ ~ not even if you wanted to SQ.; out , they wouldn ' t let 
you out . 

G. P. How long would you of stayed there at a time , in Ostrum? 

S . F~ Well • • • 

G.P . Half a year , a y.ear ? 

S.F. You mean , before • • • 

G.P. Before you would come out. 

S.F . You come out and go back again , you mean , eh? 

G. p . Yes , yes , yes • 

. S. F. Well , I would say about every , we use to come out every 
six months because to do like , you know , summer , for 
summer clot hes ; and . for winter clothes , eh? But I can ' t 
go. . "'.11"tN laLe... 

G. P. So you ' d stay in there for six months at a time , you mig~t 
come out twize a yea~. 

S. F. Yeah , twice a year. And you ' re lucky if they send you too • 
. Somet ime you had to , you had to write to somebody to sBnd 

you some clothes because they won ' t let you go o.ut . 
Sometime • • • 

G.P. They, they wouldn 't let you out. 

S. F. Yeah. 

G.P. You couldn ' t get a pass on a train to , the train wouldn ' t 
stop , or .• ••• 

S. F. No. 

·G. P. No . 

S . F. Well we had a local but to have a pass we gotta pay. 

G.P. You had to pay for the pass . 

S. F. ~, if I gotta ~ay , i f I loose you know , I loose a 
coupl e Of ~' ) to go to North~Bay. 

G.P . Yes . 

S. F. And then to pay my air to go to North- Bay and back again 
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G.P. Right . 

S. F. I might as well s t ay in North- Bay because I gotta go 
up you know , almost fifteen days just f or that . Oh 
yeah . 

G. P 
• 

I should thi nk so . That kind of a lifestyl e would be 
very hard on a lot of people . 

S. F. Y~ah , it was. 
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G. P. It must have been . Some people can endure that and get 
by. 

S. F. Yeah. 
-

G. p . But I should think for some it must have been just pure 
hell . 

S. F. Well, you see the trouble is , this is the time , that ' s it 
that ' s what it was , not l i ke today. 

G. P People were accustomed to i t , more were accustomed to it • . 
S. F. Well , you see today , it could a jump for one j ob to another . 

Arid i f you don ' t like this job , either ' you quit , or 
they fire you , but you get unemployment insurance , you 
know what I mean . By the time there was no such a thing ~ 

G. p . No. 

S . F. If YOll , if you ,(cuI I1M'Yld:!}//nj fo .~.., // '1~oIornlt-) ¥au-v 
~V€ that ' s it . .~ 

G .. P. NooneV:oing to l ook after you. 

S . F. Well , no . 

G. P. No. 

S. F. Except if you gotta a father , younger boys they gotta 
a father and mother to look after them. It ' s different . 
Like me I had nobody. 

G. P. No . You had a job and you were thankful I to have that 
job . 

S. F. That ' s .all , sure . 

G. P. Tell us about some of your other work . , You mentioned that 
you were involved with a snow , snow- removal in this 
section , along here . 
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S.F. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G. P. 

Oh yeah , well I , well then you see they classified me 
as a foreman; and then I start to get other job ,~~~~ 
and there you know , foreman job up in the year~~f~Y
nin~ ; and then I ~ ,~ on . this sno~-plow . 
, . b/#1oh? ~'I)il- / ~ 
fhght . 

From , like from 1940 , yeah. From Capreol t o Foliet and . 
I was there between ;Kd/l; .fW?:-'Jj -If·~.v ) the last win,ter I ' 
ret ire , 1964. ) ~u.) tJ t:.M..; /?m cur' IM .JO(p ~wdI 

Oh I see , so that ' s what you were doing ju~t about up to 
• • • 

S. F. Just in the wintertime. But I use to go out ' on the plow , 
then back here and work of course . 

G. P. Did you ever encounter any train wrecks? 

S. F. Oh yes . I was in the extra gang last time too. 

G. P. 'What was the cause of th~ train wrecks? Debris on the f 
track? , .h II ouf 

, . .~:~~~ 
S .F ./~i--g w:a:s ' lots of ~ie on~ 1Jhem and: yeM !mew sometime ~ 

you find a broken rail , sometime you f i nd "'bldl/lt 0 f ~lm ()".,.., CA.. ~ 
sometime an old ~I((L ( , } (prr !, p<>ff6n._one of those cars . 

. r' dm 
G. P. ' So it could be mechanical , yes • . 

S. F. It ' s a matter of different thing you know , yeah. 
Yeah , it could be the speed sometime you know . 

G. p . Some'times going too fast for the track itself . 

S. F. Yeah , you Y~Ow this big • • • 

G.P. come of those big turns , sure . 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

Yeah . 

Were you ever involved in a , were you ever on the train 
when there was an accident or a derailment, 

No , no , no . I was in derailment you know, you take like 
you know , when they were , you see I was a foreman , assis
tant- foreman a g CWg to , or like , bdfld.ru-;.v o~ T O) . 
b n--n A f .Iltll'f1 {'., q,y, Z 

Yes. d 0 

S. F. And on the ('S - ) , Ottawa. 

G. P. Did you , did you ever encounter serious derailments , 
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'l. where ,'lives were lost . 
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S. F. Oh yeah . Yeah . I t was a passenger train it went on the 
rail , right here , it was wash- out here at , jus t oh , about 
f our and a half mi l e from here e • • 

G.F: Four and a ,half miles west of here . 

S. F. Yeah , 1930 in July. , 

G. F. ' July, 1930 , there was a wash-out. 

S . F. Yeah . And the passenger train , some of the coach went 
right into the river there . 

G. F. Went rig~t i nto , what river woul d that be , out there? 

S . F. Ver million River . 

G. F. Vermil l ion River? 

, S. F. Yeah . 

G. F. And lives were lost. 

S. F. That ' s r i ght , yeah . 

G. F. Is that right~ 
S . F. Yeah . Oh , lots of time it J!1appened that " you know . And 

then the same year ~., ... ,..., ~ n"l4u.r) ~ call~ you 
know on t he other side of Skead, V t-h'41 t( .t.X ~ 1929. 
The freigh .... t.cJ;rai n , they had ' a wash- out over there , ', they 
each went ~ the track and the five men died , and the 
engineer ~. . " 

G. F. F~v~ men dye and the engineer . When was this? 

S • F • The fireman . ' 

G. F. The fir eman . When was thi s? 

S. F. 

G. F· 

S. F. 

G. F. 

S . F. 

G. F. 

1930. 

1930. 

The same time it happened thi s ••• 

How would you get the engine back on the t r ack? 
, A ..v~ 'J oh ' 

'~ /7 / r\J 

Oh , -:iJ~ (.{../,vd c/o v,v"7,,- Oie had to build ne," track . 

Aad t o bui l q. is ' the, what woul d you do with the engine '1 
#4-IJ 



FARELLI 

S. F. 

G. P • 
S. F. 

. G. p . 

G. P. 

of. 

G. P. 

::c We got a j ig like , l ·ike a j ' g and brought ~ up. 

Oh , you would bring it up that way? 
\ 

Oh yeah . 

You~ have to take '~ track doWn t o it • 

Oh yeah , you gotta put , you gotta , you gotta build new 
track . 

That must have been something. 

Oh yeah , oh yeah . 

What if some of the . . . 
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S. F. Through the bush , yeah , they go through the bush build 
tracks. 

G. P. Oh , r' can well imagine , well imagine. You ' d encounter 
lot~of wildlife . You might even encounter wildlife on 
the tracks as the trains were going through , would ',you 
not? --Moose and deer did you ever encounter • • • 

S. F. Oh yeah , ohyeah , lots of them , yeah. Wolf , fox sometime , 
moose , ~uite a few moose . They get , the more they get , 1 

specia~athe moose) is in the night you know , ~ a trainS 
~ got a bright headlight you know • • • vAV~ 

G.P. They ' re attracted to the lig~t. 

S. F. Yeah , they kinda , I gather though they say they get blin 0 

G. P. Yes . 

S. F. The Indian people say that they get blind and they don ' t 
know where to go you know , and • • • 

G. P • . Yes , well it ' s the fascination with the light , isn ' t it? 

S. F. Yes . 

G.P . It I" As we are often fascinated by fire . ~ ~ 

S. F. That ' s right . 

G. P. I think we ' ll end at that point and return the program 
back to the music host . We ' l l come back and we ' ll talk 
a little bit more about railroading in a few minutes . 

S. F. Yeah . 

(MUSI C) 
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G.P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

Sam Farelli is our guest today on Memories & Music . We ' ve 
been talking about railroading. Mr . Farel li you were wor
king in this area with the C. N. dur ing the Depression . 
And what was it,like? -We hear the , the stories about how 
di fficul tit was and I suspect , .the railroad was one of 
the major forms of transportation for the unemployed, 
from what I understand. Would you have quite a few people 
riding the trains , looking for work? 

Oh yeah , I think , like you know , every freight , doesn ' t 
ma.tter which way he was goig~ , east , west , qr south , there 
was always full of people.~»ox-car was full of i t. One 
time I remember oh was it , three C.N. R. polic~men and a 
chief police from Capreol here ; and the y~ ) or the , 
or the yard of the trains there , eh? . 

Yes . 

i:rhere were two-hundred. ?:::'l =-:ask chief of police there was 
two-hundred, seventy- seven men there. 

Two- hundred and seventy-seven? · Where? 

Ye.ah , on the sitting rails there , on the t r ack there, you 
know where * .. . 
Sitting by the tracks? 

.. t<~ 

yeah , where the freigh~' go in and out ,~eh? 
G.P. Yes . Waiting for a ride . 

S.F. Well , waiting for a ride, yeah. 

G.p. These people were travelling free . 

s.r. Well. • • • 

G. P. They were trying to sneak on . 

'. S. F. No. No . · Just get on the freight , and that ' s it . What 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G. P. 

you gonna do with them? 

Yeah . . 
··w Ad y (U;V S c I"Y) """"""'-e..- 01" u.// /-'F'J ~ Z 
You watit to get rid of them *Sti lRHn, because you know , here 
they use to , the ho~se was right behind me at one time; 
and ·on~ poor guy was called to go to the workers and en
gineer, eh? When he come to the b~throom ( w i n tI ' W - - - -

) on top of the back-porch . · . 

So the communi ties :;OUldbikften,4ourage them getting back 
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on the trains . So they 'd move on to another one . 

S.F. Sure. Let 'em get out. 

G.P. Yeah , and also they ' d f eel sorry for them t oo, because 
they were unemployed and they • • • 

173 

I S. F. Honest to God , you know, you ask my wife ft;N ev-.-<AJ.~ c.ve ~ ). 
Sometime we had to qutte because , eye , ••• 

G. P. Yeah , there was just too many. 

S. F. I had a family too , eh? 

G. P Sure. 

S. F. You know what I mean , you know . 

G. P. , 

S. F. 

Your heart would go out for 

Oh yeJ, but I give • em (' 
t hey ~ome to the end of i t , 

G. P. Yeah , yeah. 

these people. 

eh? 

S.F. I gotta work for my kids . You know what I mean? 
~-, 

G. P. §ure . 

S. F. Yeah . 

G. P. You were mentioning a few moments ago about a Polish 
fel low, who walked across , what was the route that he 
travelled , looking for workl -

S.F. He told me , this was tit X3~IfC~ I,o..;ti;c.) td one time • • 

G. P. Back in the Depression~ 

S. F. Yeah , he was walk,ing it was 19-, what was it now , ' 27 , 
I think , ' 26 or ' 27 , I dnh't remember . He said , he walked 
from Tor~nto to Winnipeg , to Vancouver , he said . 

G.P. Toronto to Vancouver . 

S.F. Yeah . He ~made the road twice he said. 

G. P. Made that trip twice • 
. IJAJ a/l(':""J ~ 

S. F •. Yeah. Sleep in the shack , sleep beside the track in the 
night you ·'.know and ••• 

Looking for work. G. P 
• 
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S . F. Yeah. And then he said whatever the, the section gang 
like , the foreman and the men , eh? They used to give 
him a ' sandwich; and he keep going , that's all, poor 
fellow~ow , :yeah . 

G.P. Any other. recollections about the depression? What it 
was like in this area. 

S. F. 

G.P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G.P . 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

Well it was bad . Then they cut us you know 10% , and 
then they cut us another 9~ and then they cut us oflf 
you kllow half the day on a Saturday. 

They were cutting you back on wages? 

Ye~h . 

Ten percent , f i ve) percent , then half a day on Saturday. 
vh. h -to'7 

Yeah , and/ then it was hard to keep going , I neyer for~et 
when I used to bring in about three- hundred ~ /f~ 

' 8; :; ....... 

Yes. 

Three four hundred ties ~r~ and we use to split wood ; , 
and deal a nine , nine , three in a night . After I do my 
days work • . And the S~day , on the Sunday we upe to eat 
lunch around ten o ' clock , g~t the ax , go in bush cut 
".lood • • • 

Go into the bush and cut some wood # -r" 

And deal about five , five-thirtYj and then come home ; and 
then be early for Monday morning again to go to work . 
It was really hard . . 

How did people , was the Depression particularly bad in 
the community like Capreol? ' 

Yeah , it was , yeah . 
~heyhad lit f)h offt,> 
l.t . 

Yeah it was. The people had a job , 
), the one they had no job , that ' s 

G. P. There was no government assistance . 

S . F. Nothing . Nothing. 

S.P. You had to relly on friends and look about for work. 

S . F. Yeah ~ 

G.P. It must have been very ver y tragic for some people. 

" 
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S. F. Well I think in the ci~y they had a Supe~~line or 
whatever they call it ~) ~ (J..U... K.'YIo(.L.l'~ 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

S . F. 

G. p . 

S.,F . 

G.P . 

S.F. 

·G. P. 

S.F. 

G.P • 
S.F. 

G.p. 

S.F. 

G.P. 

S. F. 

Yes. ~ "Z 
I'" I ~ f(ntCW-~ dv~~ pJ, ~ 

( t1 m ). But I ' m talking about Capreol you 
know. We never had any such ~hing as Super-line in 
Capreol . 

No . 

~o . 

And your population would mushroom as the transients 
came through . 

Yeah , and everybody use to walk; nobody had a car~ 

No. 
-

They can ' t afford to have a car . Everybody use to walk, 
I see the people you kno.w from near where the water tank 
is , is up there now? 

Yes in Capreol. 

And ~hey walk on the shop , you know the shop is there, 
they go to walk every morni~g and back home every ni~ht, 
the lunch pail on the shoulder; and that ' s for six days 
a week . 

You didn ' t have a car at that time? 

Nobody had a car. 

Nobody. 

No . The doctor had a car .Wait you know , I think in 19-, 
I don ' t know i f it was thr.ee , _ 'four cars Jim kept them 
altogether . 

When? 

1935 , ' 36. 

G.P. Is that right? Twenty-five, twen~y-six. 

S. F. No , thirty-five , thirt y-six. 

G.P. Thirty-five , t hirty-six , there might have been five cars •• 

S.F. Five , six car I don ' t tnink there ~as any more than that. 
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G.P. In town. So ~ou wouldn't be taking any trips anywhere 
at all 

S.F. (U~l·""te /I : J i b l ~J 

G.P. Yes. 

S. F. Doctor Maclean , Doctor Lazy, three or four men that I 
know" • . . 

G. P. What are some of the personalities you remember working 
, on the train? Must have been some rea characters, some 
story-tellers • • • 

S. F. Would it have been • • • 

G.P. Working on the , railroad. 

S.F. Between tnemen , or section men or what? 

G. P. Yes , any, any at all, some of th~, or else if you can recall 
some of the memorable experiences you had working on 
the railroad . You know just reflecting back over forty 

\ some years, must have' been some memorable experiences. 

S.F. Well experience you know , you take like on a train , like 

G. P. 

a.F. , 

G. P. 

S.F. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

we say. I use to know ,all of them that came through there , 
eh? All the Sweezy I used to know them you know and • • • 

Sweezy? 

Yeah , Sweezy I know all of them and I ' always 
MacDonald , I know Wilson, I know oh , lots of 

Sure . 

Lots ,of them. 

- i' 
+-'" coo~ you know 1 

them •• '. 

You get to know all of them. How many people would there 
be working here in Capreol on the C. N. during the Dewe
'ssion . How many would have been working out of here~ 

~N .. 1r.J f, cv.4 
Oh my God. That ' s ~vv:-~. 

I know that ' s testing your memory but approximately how 
many would you think? 

YOU\lmean including the shop and • • • 

S.F. Oh , mod I don ' t know . 

"G.F. It's, it ' s hard to say . It, it was cut back though you 
were. saying d uring the Depression. 
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S. F. Oh yeah. Oh yea~ . There ... "as quite a lay- (j)ff . becaus~" Pc . 
well transportat10n you know " P?me down ; and 1f ;ti(& ~ 
w~ c.nh!/ }?J l::I(u~ ~.J'€ B_ rr',)~'->'J~ because no box- car to 
rep~ir, you kn'Ow wha.t I mean , you know, so they gotta 7 'I (UV 

I-<<Mt v-""Cut down J n the men too , eh? 

G. P. Sure . When people travel out to Capreol, one , one item 
that ' s of particular interest to them I think is the 
locomotive that ' s been pr eserved out h~re ••• 

S. F. Yeah. 

G. P. And I notice you ' re living right across from it. Tell 
us a littl e bit about that locomotive~ 

S . F. ~his one here? 

G.P. Yes. -

S . F. 
. r 

Well, I know ; tI1l& ,~'~ , she 
1946 I think it i s . 

G. P. That started in ' 46~ 
S. F. I think so. 

G.P. Mmhh • • • 

S.F. Well ' 47 , I don ' t remember now. 

G. P. Right . 

. pY 
started out in ~~~~~ .. ~~ 

S. F. And she~ fo .1"(~~9JY the passenger train, 
~~ fottr~ from Toronto to Armstrong . 
~~.r~~V(.J/~7 ., 

G. P. Toronto to Armstrong , number three and number four . 

·S. F. Yeah. 
, 

G. P. When was she retired? 

S. F. well ,clVkees what year did the diesel came here , I forget 
now. Once they bring the diesel here . Then they mov~his 
engine up west region . 

G. P. They moved it west. 

S . F. Yeah in the west region. We ha~~( ~/~pU/v ) region here , eh? 

G. P • . Right . 

S . F. It went to the west region . And then you know for the west 
region they brought , they ~ do/YI - oil <8:F8'blHEi there. 

()\l~U 



FARELLI 

G. P. Yes . 

S.F. 
t/h~ 

Cause taey ene 
then ~ when 
it into oil . 

.J+t 
she was around ~ was~oal , eh? But 
they brought them up there they convert 

q . P. Convert it into oil . 

S . F. Yeah. 

G. P. I see . 

S . F . And then they , $4, come back here and they store hep 
right here in front of the house , h~:: ~e/1.h , and the 
poor Ang~i~i , the engineer he run ~~i~ from 
first year , he use to run from s outh by Capreol ••• 

G. P. Yes . 

S.F. And then he r un from Capreol to Holiet . 

G.P. What was his name? 

S . F. Hanks Devvy. 

G.P . Hans Devvy. 

S . F. Hanks , Hanks Devvy. 

G. P. I see. 

S. F. Yeah . 

G. P. And • • • 

S. F. And the poor ' fellow he retire but this is west when he 
retire • • • 

G. P. !tight. 

When .~rOUght him back here again • • • S. lf. 

G.P. Yes. 

31 
311 

S. F.' He use to call me everyday , to , take a look at the locomotive. 

G. P. He use to come down every day to t ake a look at that lo
comotive. 

S. F. Poor guy yeah . 

G. P. ' 'Isn ' t that sOmethinef.. 
\t 

S . F. Yeah , well you know, you kno~ for so many years ••• 
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G. P. It brought baek good memories I ' m sure. 

S. F. Yeah •. 

G.P . I would imagine the rai~troad men in this community were 
pleased that the locomotive was left here , that it was 
put on • •• 

S. F. Oh yes , oh yes . . ,# 
p\l i~ 

It seems like an 0bvious,~ocat~on. G.P. 

F S • • Well it ' s something t o remember , eh? 

G. P. Sure . 

S. F. Oh , t hey got the pump car there , they got ••• 

G. P. Yes . 

S . F. The . speeder , what do they call it? Yeah , everything 's 
over there . 

G.P. Yes , I think it ' s excellent . Quite a bit of interest in 
it? Tourists come out and look at it? 

S. F. Oh yeah , ohyea~. But well they figure the , they had to 
put a fence , you should see what they did before , they 
smash everything the kids you know? The young boys • • • 

G. P. That 's unfortunate . 

S it F. Yeah. 

G.P . But it ' s at leas t , they ' re trying to preserve it and . • • 

S. i . Oh yeah . It ' s , it ' s a nice. You should see the people 
they come in the s.ummertime and they stop and look at it 
you know and • • • 

. G. P. Sure . Also an important part of our history , isn ' t it? 

S.F. Yeah. ¥eah. 

G.P. Alright , we ' ll , we 'll return to our music host. When we 
come back we ' ll wrap the program up . 

S.F. Yeah . 

(MUSIC) , 

G. P. Sam Fare i ' s been our ·guest today on Memories & Music , 
Mr . Farelli living in the community of Capreol and act

~ ally lived in this area pretty well since the 1920s in 
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S. F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

G.P . 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

G. P . 

S . R. 

this general 

1930 , 1930. 

1930~~ 
Yeah. 

The community ' s changed a l ot , since you came in 1930 and 
what have been s ome of the major changes i n Capreol? 

Well Capreol i t got bieeer , it got way bigger than what it 
used to . • • 

Yes . 

And improved quite a bit , and ~ can always say they got 
all the street all paved when before it was all sand , eh? 
And all s i dewal k • • • 

Very dusty in the summer . j<lt' c 
vJ 

OV 
Yeah , sure . And n~everybody got~ a l awn in the f ront of 
the house which keep the tone a little bit of greenery , 
you know ; and where before you know they wouldn ' t exist that 
eh? 

And you gotta quite a new subdivision , there ' s quite a few 
built there , now the subdivision across the track her~J J2u 
know quite a few houses built there you know and , so ~~ 
improved quite a bit you know ; and then the O.K. moved 

.the officer of North- Bay. up here , they had to build another 
couple building here -which you know ~) most 
of the town quite a bit , eh? ' 

You ' re living on B air S~eet , how long have you lived here 
in this particular house. 

I bought this house in 1927. 

' 27 . 

Yeah , three years before I moved here • . 

So this whole area right here has changed a lot . 

Yeah . 

You knew three years before you came that you might want 
to liv~ in apreol, that ' s -optimistic: 

No . 
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I tell you what happened , it happened that you know , one 
time there was a friend of mine you know , one who works 
that #' ..6o.#"''' L ) • 1927 in t ee spring and he said he moved 
up to the , like he had money in the bank a lot , you ow 
~hat I mean put money in the bank , he said if you buy a 
house he could dou 'e the interest that he ' d get 'on a 
bank , to rent a house; and talk and talk and pushing • •• 

G. P. So he bought it as an advancement ••• 

S. F. To buy this house here , I paid fifteen hundred dollars 
of course it was an all water work , no cellar ••• 

G.P. 

S . F. 

No . 
IltIJf~ 

And I , I rent for twentY-five J~ month that time . 
five dollars a mont h , that was a lot' of money at 
twenty- five dollars. 

Twenty
that time 

G.P. Sure , it would be . 

S.·F. Yeah, but then they had to , they had to build the found
ation put waterwork i n • ~ • 

G.P . Right. 

S . F. 

G. P. 

S. F. 

S. F. 

G. P. 

S.F. 

And put furnice n and you now. • • 

~ You worked the railroad for over forty years, you 
must have enjoyed ' the experience. ' You had to i ·f you • • • 

Well I did, one way I did , but the other way I had to. 
You know what I mean? f dwf-a/{.t' ~'A.t'..-~~~) 

. iA-Uo... V~ S()~a.. f"v 
~ou had to job because you needed it . ~ 

That ' s right . And after the Depression you see the thing '" 
improving and improved but you d?n ' t know how far it gonna 
go. 

v No . 

, 

If you ever .goAP,a qu~~ne job to go to another, no I ' ve 
already go~ecffi¥-~ ~ this job, we sa;! eh? I know that 
I got enough seniority enough ftv, v/U-,- g 3 and all that . . 
If I quit here and go to another job. ' • • 

G. P. You loose that s eniority. 

S . F. loose everything and my tail won ' t l ast very long. 

G.P. o . 
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S. F. But lots of people they did and they improved themsel ves 
. nite a bit , they got higher money , you see . 

G. P. Sure . Oh there ' re advantages and disadvantages of that, 
very definitely , but \.,rhen you look back after working 
with them for forty- seven years , you look back ~ the 
company favourabl y I assume • • • ~c~ 

S.F. Oh yeah . 

G. P. You enj oyed i t . Wel l I think we ' ll \.,rrap t he program up 
on , on that note than~ou Mr. ~arelli on behalf of Me
mories & Music for be! hg with us today . Certainly raII 
r oad1ng i n t his area and in Capreol in part icular is an 
important part of ~lr hi story and .I feel our lis tening 
audience have ~ considerably from your conversation with 
us today. Again thank- you . . 

S . F. Well this is only a railroad ( ~ 
call them , eh? 

G. P. .Bure . Thank.!.you very much. 

S . F. You ' re welcome. 

(END OF TAPE) 

) whatever they 
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