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FONDS 3:  WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY COLLECTION. - 1791-1893. - 5.21 m of 

textual records. - 17 microfilm reels. - 661 microfiches. 

 

The Wesleyan Methodist Church, established in England, was based on the teachings of John Wesley, who 

died in 1791; its date of creation is generally given as 1795, when the Wesleyans separated from The Church 

of England. 

 

The British Wesleyan missions commenced in Newfoundland in 1765 or 1766; in the Maritimes in 1799 

(replacing the American connection); and in Lower and Upper Canada after the War of 1812-1814, 

establishing themselves as far west as Niagara and St. Catharines by 1820.  In the meantime, by 1817, the 

Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society had been formally established, assuming responsibility for 

missionary work around the world, including British North America. 

 

Problems over jurisdiction in the Canadas between the American Methodist Episcopals and British 

Wesleyans resulted in an agreement reached in 1820 whereby Lower Canada was allotted to the British 

Wesleyans (with the exception of the east side of the Ottawa River), and Upper Canada to the American 

Methodists (with the exception of Kingston).  Lower Canada, after 1841 Canada East (Quebec), was 

organized as a District under the direction of the Missionary Society in 1817 and remained so until 1854, 

when it formally united with the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada already in existence in Canada West 

(Ontario).   

 

British Wesleyans were ready to return to Upper Canada by the early 1830s.  A union between the Methodist 

Episcopal Church in Canada and the British Wesleyans in 1833 in the establishment of the Wesleyan 

Methodist Church in Canada averted conflict between the two groups (but resulted in the establishment of 

another Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, 1834-1883/Fonds 6).  This union, moreover, extended the 

control which the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society had in Upper Canada:  to have final say on 

appointment of all Canadian Wesleyan ministers, most of the funds raised for missions, and appointment of 

a Superintendent of Missions.  This and other divisive issues forced the dissolution of the union between 

1840 and 1847.  After the reunion in 1847, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society began to withdraw from 

significant responsibility for mission work in Canada West and in British North America generally, although 

money for the work here continued to be provided. 

  

The first British Wesleyan missionary to be appointed among Canada's Aboriginal People was Thomas 

Turner in 1832; his mission bordered the St. Clair River in Upper Canada.  In the late thirties, missions 

opened on the shores of Lakes Superior and Huron and after 1840 in Hudson's Bay Company territory.  The 

Hudson's Bay Missions were administered directly from Britain until 1854 when they too became the 

responsibility of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada. 

 

Collection consists primarily of records concerning mission work in Ontario (Upper Canada/Canada West) 

and Quebec (Lower Canada/Canada East) and the Maritimes in three overlapping series which include 

minutes and other records of mission areas in Canada, 1814-1867; and correspondence from missionaries, 

statesmen, lay leaders, and others in these mission areas, Hudson's Bay lands and British Columbia, 

1791-1893.  There is also some correspondence from places outside Canada. 

 

Collection consists of the following series: 1) Records of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society – North 

America (1791-1883), 2) Correspondence from Missionaries, Statesmen, Lay Readers and Others in Mission 

Areas (1791-1893), 3) Minutes, Reports and Correspondence of Society’s Work in Canada (1814-1867).  

 

See also Graphics Database for portraits of ministers and presidents of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.  
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SERIES 1:  RECORDS OF THE WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY--NORTH AMERICA. - 

1791-1883. -  661 microfiches. 

 

Series consists of series FH-2705/1 of the Methodist Missionary Society Archives, London, on microfiche; 

minutes re Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and the Canadas, 1823-1868; and correspondence 

from Canadian missionaries, 1791-1883. 

      

 Original records are held in the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Archives, London. 

  

Much of what appears in this microfiche collection is the same material found in series 2 and 3 which had 

been acquired earlier. Since these series, however, each include documents which do not appear in the 

others, all three series are available for consultation.  

              

 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

87.255C 1MF1-50 Correspondence 1791-1820 

87.255C 2MF51-100 --- 1819-1825 

87.255C 3MF101-150 --- 1823-1829 

87.255C 4MF151-200 --- 1828-1834 

87.255C 5MF201-250 --- 1833-1838 

87.255C 6MF251-300 --- 1837-1842 

87.255C 7MF301-351 --- 1841-1848 

87.255C 8MF352-400 --- 1846-1851 

87.255C 9MF401-450 --- 1849-1854 

87.255C 10MF451-

4500 

--- 1852-1863 

87.255C 11MF501-

546 

--- 1858-1883 

87.255C 12MF547-

578 

--- 1868-1883 

87.255C 13MF1-54 Synod Minutes of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
and Newfoundland 

1822-1856 

87.255C 14MF55-83 Synod minutes of the Canadas 1823-1868 
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SERIES 2:  CORRESPONDENCE FROM MISSIONARIES, STATESMEN, LAY READERS, AND OTHERS 

IN MISSION AREAS. – 1791-1893. – 5 .10 m of textual records : photocopies. – 27 microfilm reels : positive 

and negative. 

  

Series consists of photocopies of missionary and other correspondence (including circular letters, journals, 

reports, petitions, indexes and extracts from publications), primarily relating to the present Maritime 

provinces, Ontario, and Quebec--but also including Hudson's Bay Territories, British 

Columbia, and some areas outside of Canada. Also, one letter from Robert Alder (Secretary of Wesleyan 

Missionary Society, 1833) to John Richardson of the Christian Guardian. 

 

Original records are held in the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Archives, London. 

 

 Much of this series is the same material found in series 1 and series 3 acquired later.  Since each of these 

series, however, includes documents which do not appear in the others, all three series are available for 

consultation.   

 

See also print version of finding aid for detailed description of correspondence (APPENDIX A).   

             

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.128C 1 Nova Scotia; New Brunswick 1800-1818 

78.128C 2 Nova Scotia; New Brunswick; Upper Canada 1818-1819 

78.128C 3 Nova Scotia; New Brunswick 1819-1822 

78.128C 4 --- 1822-1823 

78.128C 5 --- 1825-1828 

78.128C 6 --- 1825-1826 

78.128C 7 --- 1828-1831 

78.128C 8 Nova Scotia; New Brunswick; Newfoundland 1831-1833 

78.128C 9 --- 1833-1845 

78.128C 10 --- 1835-1837 

78.128C 11 Canada; Maritimes 1838-1840 

78.128C 12 Canada; Hudson's Bay Territory,(1840 Breakup)  1840 

78.128C 13 Canada; mostly Maritimes, Union Dispute 1841-1842 

78.128C 14 Canada; mostly Maritimes, Hudson's Bay 1842-1845 

78.128C 15 Canada 1846-1848 

78.128C 16 Canada; Newfoundland; Maritimes; Bermuda 1849-1852 

78.128C 17 Canada; mostly Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New 

Brunswick, Maritime Union 

1852-1853 

78.128C 18 Canada 1854-1867 

78.128C 19 Various letters from Eastern British  
America 

1858-1864 

78.128C 20 Canada; Maritimes (Alphabetical Index) 1865-1867 

78.128C 21 Canada 1865-1867 

1877-1893 

78.128C 22 Canada; 1820 Agreement; 1833 Union; Maritimes 1821-1837 

78.128C 23 Canada West 1830-1839 

1845-1846,1832-

1850 

78.128C 24 Canada East 1834-1844 
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Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.128C 25 --- 1845-1859 

78.128C 25 Canada West 1851-1864 

78.128C 26 Canada; Hudson's Bay; Vancouver Island; British 

Columbia 

1858-1865 

78.128C 27 Sundry places (Africa; Canada; Australasia; West 

Indies; France) 

 

1990.122C 1/OS Letter from Robert Alder (Secretary of Wesleyan 

Missionary Society, 1833) to James Richardson 

(Editor of Christian Guardian) 

[18--?] 

    

  

SERIES 3:  MINUTES, REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF SOCIETY'S WORK IN CANADA. 1814-

1867. - 12 cm of textual material. - 17 microfilm reels : positive and negative. 

  

Series consists of minutes, reports and some correspondence of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 

Society, 1814-1867 including re Hudson's Bay Territory and split in the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 

Canada, 1840; reports of Methodist societies and Sunday Schools, 1825-1844; minutes of the Provinces of 

Upper and Lower Canada, 1817-1820, in Lower Canada and Canada East, 1820-1854; minutes, reports and 

correspondence re mission in Upper Canada/Canada West, 1837-1847; minutes and reports of bodies in 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland.             

      

Original records are held in the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Archives, London. 

  

Much of what appears in this series is the same material found in series 1 acquired later and series 2 

acquired earlier.  Since each of these series, however, each include documents which do not appear in the 

others, all three series are available for consultation. 

 

Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society  

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR1 Extracts from minutes 1814-1851 

78.130C MR2 --- 1851-1865 

78.130C MR2 Outgoing Correspondence 1814-1867 

78.130C 1-4 Correspondence re Hudson’s Bay Territories 
(instructions to Barnley and Rundle) 

1840 

78.130C 1-5 Minutes of meeting held in Toronto, October 1840 

 

Minutes…in the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada 1817-1820 (in 1820 the Episcopal Methodists 

withdrew Lower Canada);…in Lower Canada, 1821-1840; in Canada East, 1841-1854   

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C 1-1 MR3 Minutes 1817-1827 

78.130C 1-2 MR3 Minutes 1828-1848 

78.130C 1-3 MR3 Report of the Religious State of the Methodist 
Societies and Sunday Schools 

1825-1844 

78.130C 1-3 MR4 Minutes 1823-1854 

 

Province of Upper Canada/Canada West 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR5 Minutes and Reports 1837, 1840-1841 

78.130C MR5 --- 1842-1844, 1846-



Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Collection 

  

6 

1847 

 

New Brunswick District 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR6 Minutes 1826-1855 

78.130C MR7 --- (Manuscript copy, different handwriting), 
minutes not itemized 

1826-1855 

78.130C MR8 Circuit Reports 1826-1855 

78.130C MR8 Letters from London 1825, 1835, 1836, 

1839, 1841, 1843 

78.130C MR9 Journal, Vol. 1 1843-1845 

78.130C MR9 ---: Vol. 2 1845-1847 

78.130C MR9 ---: Vol. 3 1850-1851 

78.130C MR9 ---: Vol. 4  1852 

78.130C MR9 ---: Vol. 5 1854-1855  

 

   

Newfoundland District 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR10 Minutes [also includes information re societies and 
schools] 

1823-1855 

78.130C MR11 Statement of Accounts of the Circuits with the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, London 

1840-1846 

 

Nova Scotia District 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR12 Minutes and Reports  1804, 1809, 1812, 

1814-1817, 1820, 

1820-1821, 1823-

1825,  

78.130C 

 

MR16 --- [1852-1855 Minutes are those are those of 
Nova Scotia West 

1827-1855 

 

Nova Scotia/Nova Scotia East/Nova Scotia West/Prince Edward Island District 

Acc. No. Box/File Title Date(s) 

78.130C MR13 Minutes  1823-1856 

78.130C MR14 Nova Scotia East/Prince Edward Island District: 
Minutes 

1852-1855 

78.130C MR15 ---: Circuit Reports 1851-1855 

78.130C MR14 ---: Minutes 1852-1855 

78.130C MR15 ---: Journal of Proceedings 1852-1855 

78.130C MR15 ---: Circuit Reports  1851-1855 

78.164C MR17 ---: Journal 1852-1855 
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APPENDIX A:  

Series 2: Correspondence from Missionaries, Statesmen, Lay Readers, and Others in Mission Areas 

 

[Paper Version of Finding Aid only] 

 

 

Guide to finding correspondence, microfilm quality guide…………………………………Page A-E 
 

History of Wesleyan Methodist Church (Great Britain)……………………………………Page 1A-21A 

Foreign Missions: America, The British Dominions of North America     

 

Accession 78.128C: Detailed Description of Correspondence  

File 1-63……………………………………………...………………………………………………………… Tab A 

File 64-159……………...……………………………………………………………………………………… Tab B 

File 160-250…………………………………………………………………………………………………… Tab C 

File 251-358…………………………………………………………………………………………………… Tab D 
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